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Scottish graduate student finds his footing on
the Statesboro Campus
May 11, 2022
At 18 years old, Scotland native Scott Malcolm moved to the
United States on a soccer scholarship, attending a small private
school in Mississippi. When he graduated, he faced two options:
go home and pursue a soccer career or continue his course abroad.
Malcolm chose to pursue educational career goals at Georgia
Southern University.
“I picked three places to apply to see if I could get into their sports
psychology programs,” he said. “After I visited Georgia Southern,
I felt wanted by the University. I had never been to Statesboro and
a stroke of luck brought me to what has been the best decision of
my life.”
Malcolm earned a master’s in sport and exercise psychology from
Georgia Southern in 2019, during which time he served as an
assistant coach to the men’s soccer team. After completing his master’s, Malcolm wanted to take
the next step to helping athletes stay in shape mentally while coping with pressures from their
sport and distance from home. That’s when he began the clinical mental health concentration of
the master’s in counselor education in the College of Education.
“It’s a different perspective,” he explained. “I already had a master’s degree, so I wanted to
better learn the skills of how to do what I wanted to do. I have learned and grown a lot, and the
professors here made me feel so supported. My parents are supportive but they don’t know the
system and how it works, so Georgia Southern has given me a family away from home.”
Malcolm’s first internship placement was at a local behavior
health organization.
“It was my first counseling experience that I didn’t have sports as
a crutch,” said Malcolm. “I can talk about sports for days, but I
was in an addiction recovery center with people of all ages. I
learned so much. They were able to let me in as a new, young
counselor and share with me. It was hard to leave.”
In the spring, Malcolm was able to work with the University’s
Counseling Center, which solidified his choice to work with
college students as a future counselor.

Malcolm will finish classes this summer to complete a M.Ed in Counselor Education and then
pursue a full-time position with an organization that is willing to sponsor him for a H-1B visa,
allowing him to work in the United States while seeking dual citizenship.
“It’s scary if I am being honest,” said Malcolm of his potential future in the U.S. “My life is here
now, and I have sacrificed years without seeing my family due to COVID and earned my
degrees, but I am trying to remain positive. Whatever happens I am so glad I did it because I am
in a position now to go after the career I want. This experience confirmed what I want to do.”
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From high-stakes fashion to a special
education classroom
May 11, 2022
Former New York fashion merchandiser Celia Ayenesazan helps children with disabilities build
confidence in the classroom
Long Island, New York, native Celia Ayenesazan
graduated from the Fashion Institute of Technology
almost 30 years ago and spent more than two
decades working for Federated Department Stores,
Inc., one of America’s largest operators of premier
retail chains including Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s.
But nothing brings her more joy than leading her own
special education classroom.

This week, Ayenesazan walks across Georgia
Southern University’s commencement stage to
earn a Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT), and a
second chance at a fulfilling career.
At the height of her career, she sourced garments
for Ann Taylor, Express and Liz Claiborne, but
put her career on hold following the birth of her
daughter to become a stay-at-home mom.

“I didn’t work in an office setting for eight years,” she explained. “I was away from the fastpaced fashion industry for a long time. I wasn’t sure if my skill sets had become obsolete. A
friend suggested that I apply for a job at the local preschool because she saw the level of
engagement I had with young children. I was hesitant, but it was the best thing I ever did as it led
to a new career.”
In 2016, Ayenesazan and her family moved South to metro Atlanta to join her extended family
where she secured a paraprofessional position at an elementary school.
In no time, Ayenesazan was encouraged by her peers and administrators to become certified and
lead her own classroom. She chose Georgia Southern University’s fully online MAT program to
become a certified teacher in special education.
“I worked as a paraprofessional in a self-contained special education classroom and ever since
then I have had a connection with students with disabilities,” Ayenesazan said. “The reward of
this work is immense and the impact can be seen almost every day.”
Today, Ayenesazan is in her second year at Radloff Middle School in Duluth, Georgia, a Title I
school with 98% minority enrollment and 83% economically disadvantaged students.
Since joining the school, she has been awarded multiple grants and completed several
DonorsChoose projects, totaling more than $55,000 in donations and grant funding to support
new and innovative efforts to integrate students with disabilities into the general education
population.
“Because I teach in a self-contained classroom [where students with similar disabilities are
taught in one classroom], our students are often not together with the general education
population,” she explained. “I want my students to gain confidence in their abilities and push
them out of the nest, so to speak. Social support is so important in this process.”
That is why Ayenesazan has focused much of her grant seeking on efforts that allow students
with disabilities to participate in hands-on, unique learning opportunities with students from the
general population. Since Ayenesazan started at Radloff Middle, she has created an outdoor
learning environment and gardening space, in addition to Tower Gardens, an aeroponic indoor
growing system, to extend the learning experience by growing vegetables in the classroom, yearround. Students cultivate the vegetables and take them home to cook them. She started the first
LEGO robotics team for students with disabilities that competed in a regional competition. Most
recently, Ayenesazan received a $20,000 grant to create a new multi-sensory room that will be
complete with alternative lighting, fiber optics, vibrating chairs, bubble tubes, bean bag chairs,
swings and fidgeting activities.

“The multi-sensory room can provide a comfortable space for students with disabilities, to
engage with peers in the general education and special education settings,” said Ayenesazan. “It
will offer an alternative to a classroom space for students to socialize and collaborate. The
ultimate goal is to offer all students an inclusive learning environment.”
In the near future, Ayenesazan plans to start a sewing club so students can learn basic sewing
skills and create costumes for the school’s drama performances. She also coordinated with
several teachers to establish the school’s first gardening club. Another passion she has is to teach
students to acknowledge the power of their voice advocacy skills.
“I enjoy thinking out of the box and finding innovative ways to empower all students,” said
Ayenesazan. “When you love what you do, you dedicate your efforts to make a difference in the
lives of all students.”
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Georgia Southern doctorate program
‘transforms life’ of spring graduate
May 11, 2022
“Great things come out of Thomaston, Georgia.”
It’s a saying that LaToya Stackhouse always heard
from her friends and family growing up, and she
wholeheartedly believes.
“I never shy away from saying where I am from,’ said
Stackhouse. “I have had time to go away, give back to
my community and now make a difference somewhere
else in the world.”
When starting her academic journey at Georgia
Southern over 20 years ago, Stackhouse followed a
passion for sports and majored in sports management.
When her dream to secure an internship with the NFL
didn’t come to fruition, she was offered an internship
with the Georgia Southern Athletic Department. The
internship led to a full-time position that changed the
path of Stackhouse’s career forever.
Working in compliance for the University’s athletic teams, Stackhouse discovered a passion for
working with students. The change in trajectory would lead Stackhouse through positions as a
middle school teacher and federal TRIO program director and, ultimately, back to higher
education to work with college students.
“I realized everything I had been doing and enjoying in my career was a form of teaching,” said
Stackhouse. “And I loved it.”
Stackhouse enrolled in the master’s of higher education administration degree program at
Georgia Southern and couldn’t get enough.
“I knew right away that I was doing the right thing,” she said. “The coursework expanded my
knowledge as I was working in higher education. I loved it, and I wanted more. Right after
graduating, I applied and was accepted into the Ed.D. Curriculum Studies program.”
Stackhouse said under the mentorship of many individuals in higher education, she has been
allowed to “go and grow.” Starting as an academic advisor at Georgia Southwestern State
University, she was promoted to director of Residential and Campus Life where she created a
residential learning community for Black males.

“Black males had the lowest retention rate at the institute,” she explained. “When I learn
something, I use it, so I used what knowledge and skills I was getting from my coursework at
Georgia Southern in the doctoral program, as well as my connections with individuals from the
program, to create an opportunity for retention through community for young Black males.”
After the first semester, retention increased to 88%, and the institution increased in enrollment
from students’ wanting to be a part of the community.
In January, Stackhouse accepted a new position as the Director of Student Affairs at Florida
State University’s Panama City campus (FSU-PC). The first residence hall opened on the FSUPC campus in August 2021, and Stackhouse is excited for the opportunity to build the campus’
student affairs department.
“I am a learner,” said Stackhouse. “I want to take what I learn and use it in ways that will better
the lives of students. The curriculum studies program at Georgia Southern has transformed my
life and my career. One day, I hope to cross over and become faculty to give back to students as
the University has given to me.”
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New heights: Triple Eagle Janay Daniel
blends degrees for new role with leading
global food supplier
May 11, 2022
When Janay Daniel (’17, ’19, ’22) walked across the stage at Paulson
Stadium on May 10 it was her third graduation in the “Prettiest Little
Stadium in America.” She’s using all three degrees to her advantage as
she pivots her managerial role with a global food supplier.

After earning a degree from Georgia Southern University in 2017
with a bachelor’s in mathematics, Daniel taught in the classroom
for a year, but decided to return to the University and work while
completing a bachelor’s in Spanish. Back in Statesboro, she was
offered a position at Crider Foods, a commercial canning
company located in Stillmore, Georgia, and viewed it as an
opportunity to blend her skill sets.
“I looked at this as a new way to use my mathematics and
Spanish degrees and took a position as the company’s international customer service
representative,” explained Daniel.
Yet, her passion for research and statistics remained.
“I always wanted to get my master’s degree,” she said. “But I wanted a degree with more of a
research focus, something more applicable that I could use the tools taught in the program
beyond theory.”
The College of Education introduced the master’s in evaluation, assessment, research and
learning in 2018, and Daniel said it was just the degree she was looking for.
“I told my husband, ‘here we go again,’” she laughed. “I am going back to school!”
The fully online master’s program allowed Daniel to continue her work at Crider Foods while
completing her coursework.
“My supervisor has been very supportive of me completing this program and was interested to
see how Crider could potentially use the knowledge I was gaining to assist in optimizing
operations and efficiency,” said Daniel.

Since being enrolled in the program, Daniel also accepted a new position in the company, as the
product services manager, where she ensures that the production process, from sales team
logistics to customer delivery, is seamless.
“Everything I have learned in the M.Ed. Evaluation, Assessment, Research and Learning
program, I have been able to apply it to my work and life,’ she said. “I truly enjoyed this degree,
from learning statistical software to breaking down programs and being able to have a formal
process to evaluate the success of the system.”
Daniel’s biggest takeaway is her updated viewpoint, and growth through the degree program.
“I have been introduced to new perspectives,” she explained. “The way I look at things has
changed because I am considering the investigative aspects and angles of programs, systems and
softwares.
“This program helped me realize that while I might not want to be a teacher in the classroom,
there are many ways in which we teach every day in various careers.”
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‘I don’t like quitting’: Dual certification
major beats Hodgkin lymphoma to walk
across the commencement stage on May 10
May 11, 2022

Kimberly Dawn, or “Kimmy” as her friends know her, started her journey at Georgia Southern
University because it was a place of comfort. A native of Ellabell, Georgia, Dawn grew up only
25 miles from the Statesboro Campus. When her stepmother suddenly passed away during her
senior year of high school, Dawn’s decision was final. She would stay close to family and attend
the university she always cared for as an almost local.
It was during her first school observations that are required of Georgia Southern’s education
students that Dawn met a paraprofessional who inspired her to pursue a dual certification degree
in both elementary and special education.
“I watched as she addressed students in the classroom who were struggling with techniques I had
never considered,” said Dawn. “Her experience in both general and special education classroom

settings gave her different strategies to utilize with all students. That’s when I knew I wanted to
have that knowledge and be able to do the same.”
A member of the Chi Omega sorority on campus, Dawn’s college experience was “amazing,”
even though her junior year brought a new and difficult challenge. At 21 years old, she was
diagnosed with Hodgkin lymphoma, a type of cancer that develops in the lymphatic system.
“I found a lump in my neck,” she explained. “It didn’t go away, and even the doctor said it was
probably nothing. Then everything moved really fast from there.”
After a biopsy on her birthday in February, Dawn was faced with a decision. Treatment would
need to begin the Friday before spring break. Should she medically withdraw?
“I kept thinking I was halfway through the semester, and a secretary of an organization, and I
don’t like quitting,” said Dawn.
With the support of her community, including her family, sorority, education cohort and
professors, Dawn made it through the semester and today, proudly can say she is in remission
from cancer and graduating this week.
“My professors were so flexible and supportive during treatment,” she explained. “In the dual
certification program at Georgia Southern, you grow close to your cohort and your professors, as
you spend four years with them and grow with them.”
Dawn has accepted an elementary teaching position in Columbus, Georgia, where she will
relocate this summer.
“I am very excited to be in my own classroom and shaping the foundation of students’
knowledge,” she said. “I cannot imagine doing anything else.”
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